
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES370 January 20, 2022 
has a role to play. We in Congress have 
a role we can play, too, in sending a 
very clear message to Vladimir Putin 
that we will not stand idly by while he 
attacks a neighbor, a democracy, and a 
potential future member of NATO. 

To that end, I have introduced bipar-
tisan legislation called the Ukraine De-
mocracy Defense Lend-Lease Act to en-
sure Ukrainian forces have the weap-
ons that they need to deter that ag-
gression and defend, if necessary, 
against a Russian invasion. 

Of course, students of history remem-
ber the importance of lend-lease back 
in World War II, back when America 
was officially neutral in the conflict 
initiated by Nazi Germany in Europe 
and during a time when the American 
people were of an isolationist frame of 
mind. 

Recognizing the importance of 
throwing a lifeline to Great Britain 
and our other allies, Congress passed 
on a bipartisan basis the Lend-Lease 
Act, which ultimately resulted in $30 
billion worth of materiel being deliv-
ered to Britain and our other allies to 
help them defeat Nazi Germany. 

So, in a similar vein, this legislation 
authorizes the President to enter into 
lend-lease agreements with Ukraine 
and provide the military equipment 
necessary to protect the Ukrainian 
people from Russian aggression. No one 
is suggesting that American troops 
should be on the ground, but we are 
saying clearly that it is our responsi-
bility to provide the Ukrainians every-
thing they need in order to defend 
themselves. 

This legislation would once again, in 
the immortal words of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, allow us to serve as the ar-
senal of democracy, just as we did in 
World War II, and provide Ukraine with 
the lethal weapons they need to pro-
tect themselves against the Russian 
threat. 

Make no mistake, America stands 
with Ukraine, and we will do every-
thing we can, again, on a bipartisan 
basis—the executive branch, the legis-
lative branch—to support our friends 
and to defeat a Russian invasion and 
allow them to protect their democracy. 

Vladimir Putin’s stated concerns 
about Ukraine are completely a false 
narrative, particularly with regard to 
his stated concerns about Ukraine be-
coming a part of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, which, as we all 
know, is purely defensive in nature. 

Vladimir Putin has called the fall of 
the Soviet Union one of the greatest 
geopolitical tragedies of the 20th cen-
tury, and clearly he is of a mind to re-
gain that lost territory as a result of 
the fall of the Soviet Union and, if nec-
essary, do it by force. That is what 
Putin is up to, and we should not be 
confused about that. 

I am proud to have worked with Sen-
ators CARDIN and WICKER and Senators 
SHAHEEN, GRAHAM, and BLUMENTHAL on 
this legislation, and I hope more of our 
colleagues—again, on a bipartisan 
basis—will join us in advancing this 

bill and making sure that our Ukrain-
ian friends have everything they need 
to deter, if possible, Russian aggression 
and, if that is not possible, to make 
sure that Vladimir Putin pays a heavy 
price for attacking Ukraine. 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. President, on another matter, it 

was 1 year ago today when we were all 
on the Capitol steps on a cold January 
20, 2020, following the election of Joe 
Biden as President of the United States 
and KAMALA HARRIS as Vice President. 
Exactly 365 days ago, we were out there 
on the Capitol steps and heard what I 
believed to be an important and wel-
comed speech by the President, where 
the President said he would serve to be 
a unifying force in Washington. 

He said: 
[W]ithout unity there is no peace, only bit-

terness and fury. No progress, only exhaust-
ing outrage. No nation, only a state of chaos. 

Wonderful, inspirational words. 
But now we find ourselves, a year 

into the Biden administration, with a 
lot of bitterness, fury, and outrage over 
the many failures and missteps of this 
administration. One of the pillars of 
the President’s campaign was the 
promise of a strong Federal response to 
the pandemic. 

Mr. Biden said: 
I am never going to raise the white flag 

and surrender. We’re going to beat this virus. 
We’re going to get it under control, I prom-
ise you. 

That is a quote. 
One year later, we are nowhere close 

to having this virus under control. New 
daily cases are breaking records, 
threatening the capacity of intensive 
care units and hospitals across the 
country. Healthcare workers are once 
again exhausted after having been 
pushed to their limits—mentally and 
physically. And, perhaps most embar-
rassingly, affordable, reliable tests are 
increasingly hard to come by. 

We know testing is one of the most 
valuable resources we have when it 
comes to this virus. I remember calling 
my Governor, and I said: What do you 
need, Governor? 

This is at the beginning of the pan-
demic. 

He said: I need two things. 
He said: I need testing, and I need 

PPE—personal protective equipment. 
Well, that is another story about our 

vulnerable supply chains and the fact 
that we have outsourced the manufac-
turing of personal protective equip-
ment to China, which is the main rea-
son we had a lack of access to what we 
needed. 

But as to testing, the sooner positive 
cases are identified, the better 
equipped we are as individuals to quar-
antine ourselves, seek medical atten-
tion—if necessary—or, if all else fails, 
to just ride out the virus without in-
fecting other people. 

Even before taking the oath of office, 
President Biden promised to make free 
testing widely available. But months 
and months went by without the Presi-
dent taking any significant action to 
prevent the current testing shortage. 

Last month, the White House Press 
Secretary even mocked a reporter who 
asked if the United States should pro-
vide free at-home tests, just as other 
countries have done around the world. 
It looks like it took swift criticism of 
her remark to finally prompt some ac-
tion. Just a couple of days ago, the 
White House launched a website for 
people who wanted to request free at- 
home tests. But I am afraid it is a case 
of too little, too late. 

Many experts have said that Omicron 
has already peaked in parts of the 
country. By the time these tests ship, 
which the website says could take 7 to 
12 days, we will be even closer to the 
beginning of the end of this current 
wave of Omicron. 

Instead, the White House could have 
purchased and distributed massive 
quantities of tests at any point over 
the last year, but it did not do so. In-
creased access to testing could have 
lessened the impact of the Omicron 
variant over the summer as well as the 
contagious variant that we are con-
fronting today. So it shouldn’t take 
bad press to force the administration 
to action, especially when they made a 
commitment to free testing early on 
but, obviously, were unprepared for 
Omicron and the wave of new cases. 

Unfortunately, the President has bro-
ken another big promise about his plan 
to address the pandemic. He vowed 
that public health decisions would be 
made by public health professionals, 
not politicians. 

Once again, things have played out 
quite a bit differently. Here is one ex-
ample. Last February, the Centers for 
Disease Control released a report that 
said that schools are not a breeding 
ground for COVID–19 and that as long 
as precautions are taken, schools could 
open safely. 

Well, Congress did not skimp when it 
came to providing financial resources 
to the States and school districts to 
take those appropriate precautions to 
help preserve the safety of our chil-
dren. But the science was at odds with 
the demands of a key political con-
stituency—teachers unions, which 
wanted schools to remain closed even if 
the teachers were vaccinated and ap-
propriate safety measures could be 
taken to protect the schoolchildren. 
We all know which side the administra-
tion chose. It ignored the science and 
stood with their political constituency, 
the teachers’ unions. 

When the President’s big promise of a 
strong pandemic response failed to 
meet the need, he shifted the responsi-
bility to the States. He said: I am 
going to do it. The Federal Govern-
ment is going to do it. But then, amaz-
ingly, pivoted and said: Well, this is 
not my responsibility. This is not the 
Federal Government’s responsibility. 
This is the State’s responsibility. 

Just a few weeks ago, he actually 
said these words. He said: There is no 
Federal solution. This gets solved at 
the State level. 
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I am sure the American people were 

flabbergasted at the answer and his ob-
vious flip-flop. President Biden pledged 
to lead a strong pandemic response 
when it helped his chances of getting 
elected, but now that he is actually in 
office and has the power and authority 
to follow through, he is folding his 
hand and pointing the finger at others. 

The Biden administration has fum-
bled the ball time after time. It has 
chipped away at our energy security. 
When you saw prices rise at the pump 
because of inflation or because demand 
of refined petroleum products exceeded 
supply, he actually went so far as to 
encourage Russia and OPEC to produce 
more oil and gas. At the same time, he 
was all about canceling the permit for 
the Keystone XL Pipeline. Nord 
Stream 2—the Russian pipeline—pro-
viding gas to Germany, he is all for it. 
When it comes to domestic pipelines 
providing oil and gas to refineries so 
they can produce gasoline so that peo-
ple can drive their cars at an affordable 
price, he is not for it. 

Additionally, this administration has 
failed to address the humanitarian cri-
sis at the border, in an astonishingly 
blasé sort of way. It doesn’t even seem 
to get a rise out of this administration 
anymore—the numbers are so high. 
There are 2 million-plus people appre-
hended at the border, with no real im-
pediment or deterrent or discouraging 
words to keep them from entering the 
country illegally. 

And then there is the fumbling of 
diplomatic relations, insulting some of 
our oldest allies and emboldening our 
biggest adversaries. The biggest exam-
ple of that was ceding the war in Af-
ghanistan to the Taliban in the most 
humiliating way possible. 

So the list of missteps and failures 
during this last 365 days has been a 
long one, indeed. But perhaps the big-
gest disappointment was in not deliv-
ering what President Biden promised 
the American people 1 year ago today, 
and that is to be a unifying force for 
our country. 

He promised, as we all heard, to bring 
people of different backgrounds and 
ideologies and beliefs together and to 
find common ground. It actually made 
sense to make a virtue out of some-
thing that a 50–50 Senate would ordi-
narily dictate, and that is: When you 
can’t have your own way because you 
don’t have the votes, then make a vir-
tue out of working together and actu-
ally pass bipartisan legislation. 

He actually went so far as to point to 
his record in the Senate as evidence of 
his ability to work across the aisle and 
broker bipartisan deals, but it didn’t 
take long for the American people to 
find out that these were, by and large, 
empty words. 

Less than 2 months into his Presi-
dency, our colleagues across the aisle 
took a hammer to Congress’s perfect 
record of bipartisan pandemic response. 
That was during the previous adminis-
tration. Almost everything we did was 
bipartisan, virtually unanimous, when 
it came to responding to the pandemic. 

First, our colleagues spent nearly $2 
trillion on a bill that even though it 
was framed as COVID–19 response, com-
mitted less than 10 percent of that 
funding to COVID–19 and only 1 percent 
to vaccines. But that blowout, $2 tril-
lion, wasn’t enough. 

The President tried and failed, along 
with his political allies, to advance the 
so-called Build Back Better agenda. 
While trying to sell this radical plan to 
the American people, President Biden 
continued to make big promises, most 
of which were not credible. He said, for 
example, that this multitrillion-dollar 
bill cost zero dollars. Nobody—no-
body—believed that. But here it was, 
the President of the United States, em-
barrassingly, for himself and others, 
was saying that $5 trillion is really 
zero dollars. He said it wouldn’t in-
crease the deficit. And he said anyone 
making less than $400,000 a year would 
not pay a single penny more in income 
tax. 

All of these claims turned out to be 
false. And in the end, Democrats 
couldn’t muster enough support to get 
the bill to the President’s desk—again, 
not particularly surprising to those 
who have been observers of the Senate 
for a while. A 50–50 Senate should tell 
you that the only way you are going to 
get things done is through bipartisan 
consensus building, not trying to do 
things all on your own with 50 votes in 
the Senate, plus a tie-breaking vote 
from the Vice President. 

But that didn’t stop our colleagues 
from turning to yet another partisan 
bill—this time, one to launch a Federal 
takeover of State-run elections. Yes-
terday, our Democratic colleagues 
brought this bill up for a vote in the 
Senate and, of course, as we now know, 
it failed to garner sufficient votes to 
pass. But no one should be surprised, 
especially because this bill was drafted 
by one party in a 50–50 Senate. 

And then when the bill failed, as we 
all knew it would, our Democratic col-
leagues took their penchant for par-
tisanship to an entirely new level. 

With the President’s blessing, some-
body who served more than three dec-
ades in the Senate and who railed 
against efforts to eliminate the fili-
buster, the 60-vote bipartisan con-
sensus requirement before bills can be 
advanced—the President, in spite of his 
previous comments supporting that re-
quirement, the so-called filibuster— 
this time, with the President’s bless-
ing, Senate Democrats tried to change 
the rules of the Senate to secure a 
purely partisan win. 

What we witnessed in the Senate yes-
terday evening was a remarkable show 
of priorities of our Democratic col-
leagues. Forget the rules, forget com-
promise, forget consensus building, and 
forget the traditions of this institu-
tion, our Democratic colleagues proved 
that they are willing to taking a 
wrecking ball to this Chamber in pur-
suit of power. 

It is no wonder that President 
Biden’s approval ratings continue to 

plummet. One recent poll found that 
only 33 percent of the respondents to 
that poll approved of the job that he 
was doing. After all, after everything 
the President promised, and with his 
dismal record of actually delivering on 
that promise, it is hardly surprising 
that the American people are dis-
appointed. 

In addition, inflation is up, wages are 
being eaten away by inflation, eroding 
the cost of living, and our country feels 
more divided than ever, despite the 
President’s extravagant promises 1 
year ago today, just out here on these 
steps. 

The man who positioned himself as 
an experienced, unifying leader for the 
country has spent virtually all his time 
pursuing partisan ends. As a result, the 
Democratic Senate majority has wast-
ed a lot of valuable time. I am dis-
appointed by the wasted opportunities 
during the past year. 

Floor time in the U.S. Senate is a 
precious commodity. It is the coin of 
the realm. There are a lot of great 
ideas that occur outside of this Cham-
ber, but unless it can get time on the 
floor, it doesn’t happen. But rather 
than taking up bills that did have that 
proud, bipartisan support, wasting 
time on purely partisan bills has re-
sulted in very few accomplishments. 

I can only hope that the second year 
of the Biden administration will bring 
more bipartisan cooperation. Hope-
fully, the administration can learn 
from its mistakes of the last year. This 
parade of dead-on-arrival legislation 
isn’t helping the American people. The 
only way we can accomplish anything 
is by working together and building 
consensus. 

Again, voters elected a 50–50 Senate, 
a closely divided House, and a Presi-
dent who promised to bring people of 
different views together. Let’s hope 
this next year, the second year of the 
Biden administration, the President 
will see fit, along with our Democratic 
colleagues, to deliver on that commit-
ment made 1 year ago today. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
S.T.A.N.D. WITH TAIWAN ACT OF 2022 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, 
today I introduce the S.T.A.N.D. with 
Taiwan Act of 2022, which would man-
date comprehensive and devastating 
economic and financial sanctions 
against the Chinese Communist Party, 
key sectors of China’s economy, and 
leaders in the Chinese Communist 
Party, if the Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army initiates a military invasion 
of the island democracy of Taiwan. 
Representative MIKE GALLAGHER of 
Wisconsin introduced an identical bill 
in the House today as well. 

I am hopeful that when my col-
leagues come back from recess, the 
vast majority of Senators here, Demo-
crats and Republicans, will end up join-
ing me in supporting this important 
bill. 

Last March, in a Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee hearing, I posed this 
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question to the INDOPACOM com-
mander, Admiral Davidson: 

Given the Chinese Communist Party’s re-
cent but long list of coercive and even vio-
lent actions—a hostile suppression of free-
dom in Hong Kong, threatening nuclear war 
with Japan, hand-to-hand combat with In-
dian soldiers in the Himalayas, economic 
blockades of Australia, genocide in its own 
Xinjiang province, [and aggressive naval ac-
tions in the South China Sea]—how do such 
actions impact your analysis [Admiral Da-
vidson] on if and when China would invade 
Taiwan? 

His response to me in this hearing 
made news around the world. He called 
these recent actions by President Xi 
‘‘alarming,’’ and then he said: 

I think the threat [of an invasion of Tai-
wan] is manifest during this decade, in fact, 
in the next 6 years. 

Six years—that is not a lot of time. 
The Senate needs to focus on this issue 
much more. Indeed, this issue is not 
unrelated to the actions of another dic-
tator—Vladimir Putin—who is right 
now threatening and likely to invade 
one of his neighbors—Ukraine. 

Now, some see the defense of Taiwan 
as a luxury we cannot afford in an age 
of sharpened and great power competi-
tion and China’s global economic 
strength. I reject that view. Impor-
tantly, so does American law, particu-
larly the Taiwan Relations Act, which 
this body passed in 1979 by a vote of 90 
to 6. Among other things, it states the 
following: 

The United States will consider any effort 
to determine the future of Taiwan by other 
than peaceful means . . . a threat to the 
peace and security of the Western Pacific 
area and of grave concern. 

The free world cannot be neutral in 
the contest between freedom and 
authoritarianism that is once again 
underway around the world, especially 
in the Indo-Pacific region. 

American alliances, power, and inge-
nuity helped build a world that pro-
vided more freedom and prosperity to 
more people than ever before. Think 
about this fact: The U.S. democracy, 
bolstered by our strong military, has 
done more to liberate humankind from 
oppression and tyranny—literally hun-
dreds of millions of people—than any 
other force in human history. 

The Chinese Communist Party knows 
exactly what it wants to accomplish— 
to make the world safe for its authori-
tarian government, to export its dicta-
torship model to other countries, to 
separate America from its democratic 
allies, and to erode U.S. leadership 
around the world. 

A world governed by Xi Jinping’s to-
talitarian vision would be a world un-
safe for America and other democracies 
around the world. That is why Taiwan 
is so central to the free world and its 
future. It is a thriving, prosperous Chi-
nese democracy that holds free elec-
tions and bounds its power by the rule 
of law. For that reason, it threatens 
the CCP’s central premise, which is 
that one man ruling in perpetuity by 
crushing all dissent knows what is best 
for 1.4 billion people. 

The Chinese Communist Party has 
already crushed Hong Kong, once a bas-
tion of liberty, and the free world bare-
ly raised its voice in protest. Should 
America and the world stand by as 
China does something similar to Tai-
wan, a peaceful democracy of 25 mil-
lion people who have voted for an en-
tirely different future? That would not 
simply undermine the security of the 
Western Pacific, as the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act says, a violent military take-
over of Taiwan by the Chinese Com-
munist Party would be a sea change in 
how the world is ordered. It would 
change the history of the 21st century 
in ways that the guns of August of 1914 
changed the 20th century. 

Taiwan is not some peripheral side-
show in terms of global great-power 
competition; it is the frontline between 
freedom and tyranny, like West Berlin 
was during the height of the Cold War. 
It matters everywhere. 

Last month, the magazine the Na-
tional Review highlighted many of 
these issues in an excellent issue which 
laid out the arguments for and against 
whether the U.S. military should come 
to Taiwan’s aid if the island democracy 
was invaded by the Chinese military. 
Should our country militarily defend 
democratic Taiwan after the CCP 
launches a military invasion of the is-
land? This is a vitally important ques-
tion which was front and center in the 
National Review last month. As the 
National Review points out, there is 
much disagreement on this issue. 

There are powerful arguments on 
both sides, as this issue admirably 
demonstrates, but I believe there is 
much less disagreement on whether the 
United States should take actions now 
to deter a Chinese Communist Party 
military invasion of Taiwan in the fu-
ture. Indeed, taking actions now to 
promote deterrence of a Chinese inva-
sion of Taiwan is an area where I be-
lieve there is broad bipartisan agree-
ment and support in the U.S. Senate. 

Deterrence comes in many forms, and 
with regard to Taiwan, I believe there 
are three crucial layers of deterrence, 
as depicted here. 

First is Taiwan’s ability to militarily 
defend itself, the so-called hedgehog 
approach right here, where Taiwan 
musters sufficient self-defense capabili-
ties to make a Chinese military inva-
sion very difficult and very costly. 

The second layer of deterrence is 
America’s capability and will to defend 
Taiwan militarily should the President 
of the United States decide to do so 
once there is an invasion by the Chi-
nese. 

Over the past several decades, 
through many different crises in the 
Taiwan Strait, this layer, the Amer-
ican layer of deterrence, has proven to 
be decisive in keeping the Taiwanese 
people free. Our deep network of allies 
in the region augments this level of de-
terrence. 

As it relates to deterrence in Taiwan, 
it is really often discussed only in 
these two layers, but there is a third 

layer that is depicted here, which in 
terms of the present circumstances 
might be the most important, and that 
is the use of other instruments of 
American power beyond our military, 
such as our global economic and finan-
cial strengths, to deter China from an 
invasion. 

That is exactly what my bill, the 
S.T.A.N.D. with Taiwan Act of 2022, is 
all about. The full name of this bill is 
Sanctions Targeting Aggressors of 
Neighboring Democracies—aka 
S.T.A.N.D.—with Taiwan. 

It is a simple bill but a very powerful 
one, especially in terms of its deterrent 
effect. It states that if the Chinese 
Communist Party initiates a military 
invasion of Taiwan, the United States 
shall impose a comprehensive suite of 
mandatory economic and financial 
sanctions. The bill lays out these com-
prehensive sanctions, some of which 
are listed here, in great detail. These 
sanctions would be crippling to the 
Chinese Communist Party, its leaders, 
and key sectors of China’s economy. 

The bill also calls on the United 
States to coordinate such comprehen-
sive sanctions with our allies around 
the globe, with the goal of making the 
CCP an economic pariah globally if 
President Xi chooses to militarily in-
vade Taiwan. 

The bill’s goal is to make very clear 
to President Xi today the true cost of 
what such a military invasion of Tai-
wan would be, thereby heightening de-
terrence, which we all in the U.S. Sen-
ate support. 

I believe the S.T.A.N.D. with Taiwan 
Act of 2022 should receive broad bipar-
tisan support. In many ways, it rein-
forces the goals, policies, and direc-
tives of the Taiwan Relations Act, 
which continues to have overwhelming 
support here in the U.S. Senate. 

The defense of Taiwan is an issue 
that has been weaved in and out of the 
careers and professions of countless 
Americans, including my own. 

Over 25 years ago, in 1995 and 1996, I 
was a Marine infantry officer deployed 
to the Taiwan Strait as part of a Ma-
rine amphibious task force and two 
U.S. carrier strike groups, all in re-
sponse to the Chinese Communist Par-
ty’s aggressive military provocations 
on the eve of Presidential elections in 
Taiwan—the Third Taiwan Strait Cri-
sis, this period is now called. That was 
an important and decisive demonstra-
tion of American commitment and re-
solve to an emerging democracy and 
partner that is still remembered today 
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait. 

More recently, I was part of another 
demonstration of American commit-
ment and resolve when I traveled to 
Taiwan with Democrat Senators 
TAMMY DUCKWORTH and CHRIS COONS to 
provide vaccines—close to a million— 
from the United States for the Tai-
wanese people in the face of the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s aggressive at-
tempts to prevent the citizens of Tai-
wan from receiving these lifesaving 
Western medicines. 
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I am now a colonel in the Marine 

Corps Reserve, working again on these 
issues in the INDOPACOM theater. 

Let me conclude with this: American 
commitment and resolve for Taiwan 
has been part of our law, heritage, 
trade, economics, and military deploy-
ments for decades and should be for 
decades to come. The S.T.A.N.D. with 
Taiwan Act of 2022 is the next logical 
step to demonstrate America’s com-
mitment to Taiwan, this time empha-
sizing the deterrent power of our eco-
nomic and financial strengths. 

It is our values of freedom, innova-
tion, the rule of law, individual rights, 
and openness that the Chinese Com-
munist Party is most afraid of. We 
must be ready as democracies to defend 
these values or risk a world increas-
ingly governed by autocracy, surveil-
lance, aggression, and permanent con-
flict. The S.T.A.N.D. with Taiwan Act 
will help us do just that. 

TRIBUTE TO EMMA BROYLES 
Madam President, it has been a busy 

week. Let’s face it—it has been a con-
tentious week here in the U.S. Senate. 
We had a big vote last night. I spoke 
about the issues we were debating last 
night and a few times on the Senate 
floor. Just a minute ago, I introduced a 
bill of mine on a very serious topic re-
garding a possible war with China and 
Taiwan. So it has been busy. 

To be honest, my team and I were fo-
cused on a lot of these issues, and we 
were thinking about skipping my fa-
vorite part of the week—coming down 
on the Senate floor and talking about 
the Alaskan of the week—but then we 
came across a Twitter meme. You al-
most have to see it to completely un-
derstand it, but the gist of it was this: 
We in the Senate can’t achieve civility 
without an ‘‘Alaskan of the Week’’ 
speech at the end of the week to lift 
spirits here in the Senate. 

I kind of appreciated that meme, so 
we wanted to make sure that we, after 
a rough, contentious couple of weeks, 
ended it on a note that was uplifting 
and to highlight another very special 
Alaskan, as I try to do pretty much 
every week, whose role right now in 
our country is, in fact, going to be 
about bringing civility and respect and 
emphasizing the importance of service 
to all people of the United States and 
across the globe. So I thought, what a 
great time for an ‘‘Alaskan of the 
Week’’ speech. I know the pages love it. 

So let me introduce to you our Alas-
kan of the week this week: 20-year-old 
Emma Broyles from Anchorage, who 
broke through barriers to become the 
first Alaskan and the first Korean 
American ever to be crowned Miss 
America. This just happened a couple 
weeks ago. Emma is very well-deserv-
ing, as you will see, and when it was 
announced that she had won Miss 
America, when that happened, when 
her name was announced, she cried 
tears of joy, of course, and Alaskans 
across the State cheered. 

Now, every Miss America contestant 
picks a cause to champion. Special 

Olympics, which I love—I am probably 
Alaska’s Special Olympics biggest 
fan—was Emma’s cause. 

The night of the event, they held a 
watch party at the Jim Balamici Spe-
cial Olympics training center in An-
chorage, which is a great facility. Our 
Special Olympian athletes were the 
loudest of any group in the State 
cheering for Emma and her great win. 
Then, of course, there is the huge, ex-
tended Korean-American family who 
was also cheering, laughing, and crying 
when it was announced that she had 
won. 

After it was done, Emma told report-
ers: ‘‘I didn’t even expect to make the 
top 10. I was there for the good time 
and the cheesecake.’’ That is Emma for 
you—funny, self-deprecating, humble, 
and real, just like her home State. She 
is the perfect Miss America to rep-
resent the great State of Alaska. 

So let me tell you about our Miss 
America, America’s Miss America, 
Alaska’s Miss America, and her goals 
going forward. 

About 50 years ago, Emma’s grand-
parents emigrated from Korea to An-
chorage. They wanted to raise a fam-
ily, to live the American dream. Alas-
ka, of course, is a great place to do 
that. 

By the way, we have the greatest, 
strongest, most incredible Korean- 
American community in Alaska, who 
are just incredible Americans. 

Emma’s grandparents’ daughter— 
Emma’s mom—Julie was born in An-
chorage, and so was her father Ron. 
Emma grew up a typical Alaskan kid— 
like my three daughters—fishing, win-
ter sports, hard work at school, com-
munity-oriented. Her mom was a spe-
cial education teacher, and her older 
brother has Down syndrome. 

Emma likes to say that she went to 
her first Special Olympics meet when 
she was in the womb, so she has been a 
fan literally from the beginning of her 
life, and that is one of the reasons she 
is so passionate about that issue. She 
knows firsthand, like many of us do, 
the power of Special Olympic athletes 
to inspire and to be such great rep-
resentatives for inclusion and respect 
and healthy competition. 

Emma graduated from Service High 
School and made her way to Arizona 
State University, where she is now a 
junior studying biomedical sciences 
and voice performance. She wants to be 
a doctor. In fact, she wants to be a der-
matologist. 

Emma shared something with the 
world during the Miss America pageant 
that was very brave, like so many 
young women are doing now, particu-
larly our athletes who have to perform 
and have a platform and use that plat-
form for good, to talk about some dif-
ficult issues. Emma told the world that 
she had been diagnosed with ADHD— 
attention deficit hyperactivity dis-
order—which led to chronic scratching 
and skin-pinching issues. 

Now, we don’t hear a lot about that, 
but roughly 2 percent of the population 

has this challenge, mostly young 
women. That is why Emma wants to be 
a dermatologist—to help young women 
like her who suffer from this disorder 
or other medical challenges. 

‘‘It was kind of a hard thing for me to 
share at first,’’ Emma said, with the 
world during the pageant. ‘‘I wasn’t 
sure if I was ready to be that vulner-
able, you know, on a national stage 
with hundreds [of] thousands of people 
watching.’’ 

That is what she said, but she did it. 
She did it. That was very courageous, 
and we are better for it. 

With Emma’s beautiful singing voice, 
her poise, her bravery in highlighting 
an issue that has caused her a lot of 
pain, her role of championing the Spe-
cial Olympics, her heritage, her home 
State, the crown looked very natural 
and beautiful atop Emma’s head, like 
it was meant to be there. 

Here is what she told a reporter after 
she won: 

There were a lot of people who felt like 
they saw themselves in me. 

She talked about all of the positive 
messages she had received from people 
all across America, Alaska, and the en-
tire world after she won. 

They told her how wonderful it was 
to see someone like them, someone 
who had similar issues or someone who 
has a family member who has a dis-
ability, and she talked about it coura-
geously. They told her how wonderful 
it was ‘‘seeing themselves in me and 
seeing this kind of relatable figure and 
someone they can look to.’’ That is 
Emma. 

I think you are starting to see what 
a great young woman she is. Like so 
many of us, she had a tough time dur-
ing COVID last year, but she overcame 
it. She said, ‘‘I hope that other people 
know that they can do the same 
thing,’’ overcoming these challenges, 
‘‘whatever it is they’re struggling 
with.’’ 

So thank you, Emma, for being such 
an inspiration—incredible job, incred-
ible courage, incredible poise. 

I also—because I am talking about 
Emma—want to recognize so many 
other incredible Alaska women who 
have recently stepped up, done amazing 
things. 

We have a State of very strong 
women. I am lucky to be surrounded by 
them everywhere—my wife, my daugh-
ters, cousins, sisters-in-law. 

There is a famous saying in our 
State, and when you come to Alaska, 
you see it everywhere—T-shirts, mugs, 
bumper stickers. It is a simple saying: 
Alaska girls kick ass. 

Now, look, I am not sure I am sup-
posed to be able to say that on the Sen-
ate floor, but I just did. I hope I am not 
going to get fined or anything. But 
take a look. It is everywhere in our 
State. I love the bumper stickers. 

And that, in the past year, has really 
proven to be true—truer than ever. We 
have our first Alaskan to win Miss 
America, our Alaskan of the Week 
today, Emma Broyles. We had our first 
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